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ferent social classes that make up any one of these nation-
alities.
Their hybrid composition gives also an extremely large
facility for the acceptance of novel ideas from outside, to-
gether with a wide range of adaptation in all the arts of life,
both in technological matters and as regards the scheme of
civil and social institutions and the currency of religious
and intellectual conceptions. At the same time the same
individual variability of the hybrid acts to hinder any
given scheme or system of accepted use and wont from attain-
ing a definitive stability; in such a population no system of
knowledge, belief, usage, or control can achieve that degree
of authenticity and fixity that will make it break rather
than bend under the impact of new exigencies that may arise
out of technological changes or out of contact with an alien
culture j in so much that no scheme of usage and convictions
can be devised which will, even with a reasonable margin of
tolerance, fall nicely in with the temperamental bent of all,
or virtually all, the individuals comprised under it. There-
fore, in a population of this character, any comprehensive
scheme of use and wont, of knowledge and belief, will in
effect necessarily be in some degree provisional 5 it will
necessarily rest on acceptance (in some part concessive ac-
ceptance) by a majority of the individuals concerned, rather
than on a uniform and unqualified spontaneous consensus
of the entire population that lives under its rule. The ac-
ceptance accorded such a standard scheme by this effective
majority is also necessarily in some appreciable measure
an acceptance by consent rather than by free initiative.